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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 1 
OF THE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 2 

OF THE TOWN OF BERNALILLO 3 
HELD AT THE TOWN  4 

September 1, 2020 5 
 6 
The Planning & Zoning Commission of the Town of Bernalillo met in person and virtually via 7 
WebEx in regular session within the laws and rules of the Town on September 1, 2020 at 8 
6:35pm. 9 
 10 
Call to Order 11 
 12 
Chairperson Duran called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM, and led those attending in the Pledge 13 
of Allegiance.  14 
 15 
Roll Call 16 
 17 
Upon Roll call the following members were found present: 18 
 19 
PRESENT:      ALSO PRESENT: (via WebEx): 20 
Chairperson Juanita M. Duran               Zack Snyder 21 
Commissioner Antonette Eichwald (Via Webex) Gary Gritsko         22 
Commissioner Joseph O. Quintana   Angela Aragon 23 
Commissioner Dominick Lepore   Lisa Martinez  24 
        Clint Correa 25 
        Ronnie Lucero 26 
        Paula Hall 27 
        Richard Fitts 28 
        Lisa Meisel 29 
        Alyssa Janney  30 
        Others Present Not Identified 31 

 ALSO PRESENT (in person): 32 
        Mike Kloeppel, Economic Dev. Director 33 
        Stephanie Shumsky, Planning & Zoning Director 34 
        LeeAnn Romero Planning & Zoning Clerk 35 
              36 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 37 
ABSENT: 38 
Commissioner Sandra Candelario 39 
Commissioner Raul Montaño    40 
 41 
A quorum was present 42 
 43 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Item 3) 44 
Commissioner Quintana motioned to approve the agenda as presented. The Motion was 45 
seconded by Commissioner Lepore and it carried unanimously.   46 

 47 
Motion Carried – Item Approved 48 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Item 4) 49 
Commissioner Quintana made a motion to approve the minutes of August 4, 2020 with the 50 
following corrections 51 
Line 79: Change “seen through” to “formed” 52 
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Line 286: Change “were” to “is” 53 
Line 300: Change “for after” to “to appeal” 54 
Line 433: Insert “2019” 55 
Line 434: after February Insert “2020” 56 
Line 444: Change “for” to “a”, and “plat” to “plan” and insert “for” before “approval” 57 
Line 471: Change “plat” to “plan” 58 
Line 515: Change “plat” to “plan” 59 
 60 
Commissioner Moreno seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  61 
 62 
Roll Call Vote:  63 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 64 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 65 
Commissioner Moreno – yes  66 
Commissioner Eichwald – yes 67 
 68 
Motion Carried – Item Approved 69 

 70 
SWEARING IN OF WITNESSESS: Item 5) 71 

All WebEx witnesses were sworn in individually on each item by Chairperson Duran. 72 
 73 

 74 
PUBLIC HEARING Item 6a) CUP 20-002 CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT: Elsie 75 

Cordova (Withdrawn) 76 
Record shows this item was withdrawn by the applicant.  77 
 78 
Item Withdrawn  79 
 80 

PUBLIC HEARING Item 6b) CUP 20-003 CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT: Elsie 81 
Cordova (Withdrawn) 82 
Record shows this item was withdrawn by the applicant.  83 
 84 
Item Withdrawn  85 
 86 

PUBLIC HEARING: Item 6c) SumP20-010 SUMMARY PLAT: Alpha Pro 87 
Surveying, (agent) on behalf of applicant Placitas Development (property owner), requests 88 
approval of summary replat to modify private easement at the west end of Pueblo Bonito Road, 89 
Legal Description: Lots 81AP9 and 15P11, Petroglyph Trails Subdivision. 90 
 91 
Commissioner Eichwald stated that the Commission was having trouble hearing the agent’s 92 
testimony, and asked all of the other participants if they could mute their microphones to reduce 93 
background noise. 94 
  95 
Gary Gritsko, agent for the applicant and resident at 1436 32nd Circle, Rio Rancho, NM 87124 96 
stated the request is for a replat of a lot line and a slight change to an existing access point. Mr. 97 
Gritsko stated that the property is located in Placitas in the Petroglyph Trails Subdivision. Mr. 98 
Gritsko also stated that the lots affected by this replat are all vacant, and the applicant just wants 99 
to rearrange the lots slightly.  100 
 101 
Commissioner Quintana asked Mr. Gritsko for a brief overview on why the applicants wanted to 102 
reduce the easement. 103 
 104 
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Mr. Gritsko stated that the back easement, at Lot 17, only serves as a driveway, so the easement 105 
only needs to be wide enough for a driveway, and that it will not be a road with any traffic on it. 106 
Mr. Gritsko stated that it originally was done as a 50-foot easement, because the owners thought 107 
that there were going to be more lots in the back, but they are not planning on putting any more 108 
lots back there.   109 
 110 
Record shows that Mr. Ronnie Lucero made a public comment on item 6c.) SumP 20-010, 111 
“I want to appeal, and I want that on record, you guys are a corrupt group, you guys are a 112 
Cabal.” 113 
 114 
Commissioner Quintana made a motion for approval of SumP20-010 a request by Alpha Pro 115 
Surveying LLC (agent), on behalf of Placitas Development LLC (property owner), a Re-Plat to 116 
reduce the width of an existing private access and public utility easement located on Lot 81-A-1-117 
P9 and Lot 15-A-P11 Petroglyph Place in Petroglyph Trails Subdivision, located in Township 13 118 
North, Range 4 East, Section 28, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Sandoval County, New 119 
Mexico, Zoned CD-WP (County/Placitas Zone) and containing approximately 9.244 acres 120 
(according to Sandoval County Assessor records), under the following conditions: 121 
 122 
Conditions:    123 

1.) The plat shall be signed by the surveyor, property owner, and Town Public Works 124 
Director, prior to being signed by the planning commission chairman.  125 

2.) The plat must be recorded in the office of the Sandoval County clerk, and two (2) copies 126 
as recorded and properly stamped by the Sandoval County Clerk must be provided to 127 
the Town of Bernalillo. An electronic copy of the recorded plat is also required. 128 

3.) The plat must be recorded within 3 months after the date of approval, or the plat will 129 
become null and void. 130 

 131 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Moreno and it carried unanimously. 132 
 133 
Roll Call Vote:  134 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 135 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 136 
Commissioner Moreno – yes  137 
Commissioner Eichwald – yes 138 
 139 
Motion Carried – Item Approved.  140 
 141 

PUBLIC HEARING: Item 6d) SumP20-011 Alpha Pro Surveying LLC, (agent) on 142 
behalf of Sterling & Margaret Amiot (property owner), requests approval of a Re-Plat of 143 
Tracts 243D2 and 404, MRGCD MAP 11, located in Township 12 North, Range 4 East, Section 144 
6, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New Mexico, zoned 145 
M-1 (Light Industrial) and containing approximately 2.267 acres (according to Sandoval County 146 
Assessor records). 147 
Gary Gritsko, of Alpha Pro Surveying stated that this is a request to do a lot line adjustment, also 148 
that the property has the Viva Event Center and another auto business on it. Mr. Gritsko also 149 
stated that the property has two tracts of land so they are wanting to adjust it to make two 150 
different shaped tracts of land. 151 
 152 
Chairperson Duran stated that the Commission has the pictures of the area and the map that Mr. 153 
Gritsko was referring to so the Commission could review it prior to the meeting.  154 
 155 
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Commissioner Quintana made a motion of approval for SumP20-011, a request by the agent, 156 
Alpha Pro Surveying LLC, on behalf of Sterling & Margaret Amiot (property owner), of a Re-157 
Plat of Tracts 243D2 and 404, MRGCD MAP 11, located in Township 12 North, Range 4 East, 158 
Section 6, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New Mexico, 159 
zoned M-1 (Light Industrial) and containing approximately 2.267 acres (according to Sandoval 160 
County Assessor records). 161 
 162 
Conditions:    163 

1.) The plat shall be signed by the surveyor, property owner, and Town Public Works 164 
Director, prior to being signed by the planning commission chairman.  165 

2.) The plat must be recorded in the office of the Sandoval County clerk, and two (2) copies 166 
as recorded and properly stamped by the Sandoval County Clerk must be provided to 167 
the Town of Bernalillo. An electronic copy of the recorded plat is also required. 168 

3.) The plat must be recorded within 3 months after the date of approval, or the plat will 169 
become null and void. 170 

 171 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lepore. 172 
 173 
Roll Call Vote:  174 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 175 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 176 
Commissioner Moreno – yes  177 
Commissioner Eichwald – yes 178 
 179 
Motion Carried – Item Approved.  180 
 181 
 PUBLIC HEARING: Item 6e) VAR 20-007 VARIANCE: Ronnie Lucero (property 182 
owner), requests approval for a variance to fence height at 971 S. Hill Road, Legal description: 183 
Tract 110B2, MRGCD Map 11. 184 
 185 
Ronnie Lucero, resident at 971 S. Hill Road thanked the commission for hearing his item, and 186 
stated that his house is very close to Interstate 25 so he can hear the traffic driving by all day 187 
long. Mr. Lucero stated that the side of his house that faces South Hill road is considered to be 188 
his front yard and that his family does not use it, so it is more of a backyard that the applicant 189 
drives in through. Mr. Lucero also stated that he counted all of the residences up and down South 190 
Hill Road and there are only 9 residences that are used as residences and the rest of the 191 
neighborhood is commercial.  192 
 193 
Some of Mr. Lucero’s comments were inaudible at this point due to other applicants joining the 194 
meeting.  195 
 196 
Mr. Lucero stated that there was a mailbox in his front yard that people stop at during the late 197 
hours of the night. Mr. Lucero also stated that there are weeds and trash near his house that he 198 
occasionally maintains, but he would like to enjoy his yard. Mr. Lucero stated that there is a 199 
picket fence in his yard that is old that needs to be replaced, and there is also a big tree that was 200 
in his yard that a large branch broke off of and damaged part of the picket fence.  201 
 202 
Mr. Lucero restated his request to have his fence in the front be six feet to bring some more 203 
peace to his residence because he feels like he is right near the highway. Mr. Lucero stated that 204 
he would like to be able to use his front yard more because at this point he can’t.  205 
 206 
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Chairperson Duran stated to Mr. Lucero that she was going to ask the Commission if they had 207 
any questions for him. Chairperson Duran asked Mr. Lucero what his fence will be constructed 208 
out of, if it was going to be a solid fence. 209 
 210 
Mr. Lucero stated that his fence would be a modular fence with vinyl, and that he had been 211 
looking for a fence that would provide the neighborhood with a lot of curb appeal, also a fence 212 
that would last a long time. Mr. Lucero stated that he originally intended to do a coyote fence, 213 
but the fence was expensive to surround his home with. Mr. Lucero also stated that the vinyl 214 
fence that would be 8 feet long by 6 feet high.  215 
 216 
Commissioner Duran then asked Mr. Lucero if the fence would be solid to which he stated that 217 
was correct, that it would indeed be a pole fence with inserts that would be the solid pieces.  218 
 219 
Mr. Lucero stated that the inserts are man made plastic, so they would not rot and the fence as a 220 
whole would last longer. 221 
 222 
During the public comments, Mr. Lucero stated that he has three medium indoor dogs that also 223 
do not get much use out of the yard, since he is so close to the highway he does not want his 224 
dogs to jump over the picket fence. Mr. Lucero also stated that the semis that drive through the 225 
area throughout the day. Mr. Lucero stated that the semis use South Hill Road as a frontage road, 226 
between US 550 and Avenida Bernalillo, so another one of his concerns is for his animals.  227 
 228 
Chairperson Duran asked Mr. Lucero if he was aware that the Town of Bernalillo Planning & 229 
Zoning Ordinance only allows a 4-foot fence in the front yard. 230 
 231 
Mr. Lucero stated “that’s what this variance is for, that is the reason that I am asking for this 232 
variance. This is what was told to me, that that is what the objective of this meeting is, to get the 233 
variance approved by you guys, which is 6 feet.” 234 
 235 
Chairperson Duran then asked Mr. Lucero if he had considered any other kind of fencing that 236 
would allow the vinyl fence to go up 4 feet and include pie lasters, and something in between the 237 
pie lasters so that you could see through the fence. 238 
 239 
Mr. Lucero then asked if Chairperson Duran was suggesting this for water meter access, so that a 240 
meter reader would still be able to access his water meter.  241 
 242 
Chairperson Duran stated that she was referring to emergency situations. 243 
 244 
Mr. Lucero then stated, “well the way I’m looking at this, it is a quality of life issue. I have a 245 
disability, I am mentally disabled. I take medications, I have been doing a lot of things. I am 246 
telling you guys a lot of private information. If you guys have a disability coordinator, we can 247 
have them speak for me, because I don’t want my 4th amendment to be, I don’t want to have to 248 
reveal too much about my privacy. My privacy is a big concern to me, but my disability is 249 
affected by the high traffic right next to the highway, and people stopping at the mailbox, and 250 
right in front of the storage units. People are always right in front of my yard, they’re always 251 
throwing their trash out there. I want to just basically close that side off and use my front yard. 252 
That’s why I paid $75.00 cash to you guys for a variance, and I’m not considering a short fence, 253 
I’m asking for a 6-foot fence.” 254 
 255 
Chairperson Duran then thanked Mr. Lucero for his statements regarding his fence.  256 
 257 
Mr. Lucero then stated, “you’re welcome” 258 
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 259 
Commissioner Quintana asked staff if there are any provisions in the Americans with Disabilities 260 
Act that this would fall under or that would be applicable to this situation. 261 
 262 
Ms. Shumsky stated that she was not aware of any provisions that would apply to this situation. 263 
Ms. Shumsky also stated that there is a section that is applicable to the City as places of public 264 
accommodation in government buildings, so that would apply to the Town employees and the 265 
Facilities that belong to the town. Ms. Shumsky stated that the second portion of the Act applies 266 
to places of public accommodation like public hotels, restaurants, and grocery stores, and they 267 
have to provide compliance with ADA requirements at the time of construction, but the attorney 268 
general’s office is the office that enforces these requirements. Ms. Shumsky also stated that since 269 
Mr. Lucero’s home is private property, the Town of Bernalillo doesn’t have any jurisdiction 270 
concerning ADA requirements.  271 
 272 
Mr. Lucero then stated that “It is imposing on my right to pursue my happiness.” 273 
 274 
Chairperson Duran once again thanked Mr. Lucero for his statements. 275 
 276 
Chairperson Duran then asked the Commission if there were any further questions for Mr. 277 
Lucero. 278 
 279 
Mr. Lucero then stated the following “it is abridging my right to my happiness, right? Look 280 
around, there’s only 9 residences on South Hill, and all of those have 6-foot fences already on 281 
them too. I mean I could look, I could point at my neighbor’s yard, he just put up a 6-foot fence 282 
in his yard and he didn’t ask ‘nobody’ for permission. The guy I talked to said ‘hey we 283 
appreciate you asking, we really appreciate that’ and I said okay. If you come look at my house 284 
you’ll see that it’s actually on a hill, so the 4 feet is actually, it doesn’t even, uh, it seems like 285 
we’re level with the street. I don’t know if that makes any sense, so 6 feet isn’t even going to be 286 
noticed and if you drive on South Hill Road, you’ll see it, the other residences have 6-foot fences 287 
too. This is a high traffic area. I’m sorry for interrupting, go ahead. I appreciate it”  288 
 289 
Ms. Shumsky stated that the Town of Bernalillo would be able to send out Code Enforcement to 290 
view all of the residences in violation and send a letter to all of the residents of South Hill Road 291 
that are in violation of the ordinance, stating that they would also need to request a variance.  292 
 293 
Mr. Lucero stated “this isn’t about me trying to truncate my neighbors’ rights, this is about me 294 
fighting for my own right, and right now since the Town of Bernalillo isn’t considering that this 295 
is a commercial area, there’s one little tiny strip right here. Okay, and if we’re going to talk about 296 
code, the guy next to me on the other side, they live in a 1970 trailer and there’s about 5-6 people 297 
living there, and they don’t even clean their yard so you know my fence is to block them out of 298 
my side and to block I25 from the property and keep the dogs happy. I mean this type of 299 
government isn’t for the people if you guys are starting not to consider what the people need. I 300 
mean if you were really wanting to fight for me, you would come see the drainage issues you 301 
guys have here on South Hill. We call it the South Hill River. And do you know where the South 302 
Hill River Runs through, it runs right underneath my house, and I have a big hole, a literal big 303 
hole in front of the house where the river goes underneath the house so there’s a lot of issues 304 
with South Hill, all I need is my fence.” 305 
 306 
Chairperson Duran stated to Mr. Lucero that they were indeed looking at the variance for his 307 
fence, and that the ordinance at this point states that a 4-foot fence in the front of the yard is what 308 
is allowed. Chairperson Duran also stated that the reason she was asking Mr. Lucero if he 309 
considered another fence construction that would allow a view into the yard is so that he could 310 
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still have his 6-foot fence, with access to look though that area if it was needed by emergency 311 
services.  312 
 313 
Mr. Lucero stated “the gate isn’t going to be 6 feet, I can’t make the gate 6 feet, and I mean we 314 
want a wide entrance, so there’s’ going to be plenty of room to see into the house for ‘in case’ of 315 
emergencies. I misunderstood it, I’m sorry. There’s going to be plenty of room to have visibility 316 
down the driveway, because the driveway is on a slope, so on a slope I’m not going to be able to 317 
put really anything there, so that is where the little gate will go and I don’t know if you guys see 318 
the picture I sent in of my property.” 319 
 320 
Chairperson Duran assured Mr. Lucero that the Commission was looking at the photo. 321 
 322 
Mr. Lucero stated “So the gate right there, right where the driveway is, that faces my door, and 323 
that’s going to be less than 6 feet. The only part that’s going to be 6 feet is the actual fence. I’m 324 
actually going to remove a little bit of length from that, to widen the entry a little bit, so it’s 325 
about 10 feet, which is one section.”  326 
 327 
Some of the audio at this point was inaudible.  328 
 329 
Mr. Lucero stated “if you move one bar, it’s going to be from there to the corner. It’s going to be 330 
about 35 to 40 feet.” 331 
 332 
Chairperson Duran stated that the Commission was looking at the variance of a fence in the 333 
applicant’s yard. 334 
 335 
Mr. Lucero stated “it’s just for 2 feet of height, because 4 feet is allowed, I mean I don’t have to 336 
ask for a permit on 4 feet, but it’s for 6 feet, I do. That’s what I understood.” 337 
Chairperson Duran stated that the ordinance called for a 4-foot fence in that area at this time. 338 
Chairperson Duran asked the applicant if there is anything else that he would like the 339 
Commission to consider before a motion would be made.   340 
 341 
Mr. Lucero stated “I’m asking for a 6-foot fence, not a 4-foot fence. The ordinance doesn’t 342 
require me to ask you to replace a 4-foot fence so it’s redundant to say that I need to replace a 4-343 
foot fence, you guys aren’t needed for 4-foot fences. So why would I pay $75.00 and come 344 
before you to have you repeat an ordinance that says 4 feet. The whole reason for the variance is 345 
because it doesn’t match 4 feet, it’s 6 feet.  346 
 347 
Chairperson Duran stated that the Commission understood that he was requesting a variance for 348 
a 6-foot fence, before restating the ordinance to the applicant.  349 
 350 
Mr. Lucero stated “I just don’t want to have any miscommunications. I kinda knew that I was 351 
going to have problems.”  352 
 353 
Chairperson Duran asked the Commission if there was a motion for approval for the variance.  354 
  355 
Mr. Lucero stated “You know what, I’m going to do a Freedom of Information Act and we’re 356 
going to see where all the money is going guys. You guys don’t ‘want to’ approve a little fence. I 357 
drive around this town, and I see the trash. I’m not from here, so I’m not biased. There’s no 358 
nepotism running through my blood. I can actually see and be objective, and there’s a lot of 359 
things, social media is a very powerful, and I can make you guys...”  360 
 361 
Comments were inaudible at this point in the recording. 362 
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 363 
Chairperson Duran stated several times that the Commission was in the middle of a motion. 364 
 365 
Mr. Lucero stated “I just want a little bit of peace and quiet in my life, and you guys are…” 366 
 367 
Comments were inaudible at this point in the recording. 368 
 369 
Mr. Lucero stated “and actually if you come to my house you’ll see that it’s the cleanest one in 370 
the neighborhood.” 371 
 372 
Chairperson Duran once again stated the Commission was in the middle of a motion that needed 373 
to be finished.  374 
 375 
Mr. Lucero stated “I’m actually trying to promote cleanliness.” 376 
 377 
Chairperson Duran once again asked for a motion for approval of the variance. 378 
 379 
Mr. Lucero stated “I’m going to have to look you up Mr. Quintana, and I’m going to have to 380 
look you guys all up, and see where you guys are being complacent, getting free checks, you 381 
guys don’t ‘want to’ approve a little fence, okay. Well, I will make this little town look like the 382 
dump that it is, it’s not fair. Watch when I have a little class action with this runoff, you guys are 383 
being negligent. Where’s the infrastructure in this place? You guys have sidewalks only for the 384 
school, you know, for The Range. For the school, and for The Range, and for 550, and that 385 
because that money is coming from ‘somewheres’ else. Come on guys, do something for your 386 
people. I just want some peace in my life.” 387 
 388 
Chairperson Duran stated consistently that the Commission was in the middle of a motion. 389 
 390 
Chairperson Duran once again asked for a motion, there was not a motion made. Chairperson 391 
Duran let the applicant know that since there was not a motion made, the item was denied and 392 
may be appealed at Town Council if that is what the applicant chose. 393 
 394 
Mr. Lucero stated “f**k you guys, f**k you guys, f**k all you f*****g fa***ts, did you get that 395 
on tape, huh?” 396 
 397 
Chairperson Duran thanked Mr. Lucero for presenting his item, and restated that he has the 398 
option to appeal the decision at Town Council, or that he could also speak to the Planning & 399 
Zoning Department to see if there was a way to construct a fence that would allow the view 400 
through the top of the fence that was in compliance with the ordinance.  401 
 402 
Record shows that Mr. Lucero made a public comment on item 6c.) SumP 20-010, “I want 403 
to appeal, and I want that on record, you guys are a corrupt group, you guys are a Cabal.” 404 
 405 
No Motion-Item Denied. 406 
 407 
 PUBLIC HEARING: Item 6f) VAR 20-008 VARIANCE: Mike Kloeppel (property 408 
owner, requests approval of up to a 20’ variance at the NE portion of the property at 127 Calle 409 
Don Francisco, legally described as MRGCD MAP 11, Tracts 18B1 and 38C1, located in 410 
Township 12 North, Range 4 East, Section 5, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of 411 
Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New Mexico, zoned R-1A and containing approximately 0.100 412 
acres (according to Sandoval County Assessor records). 413 
 414 
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Mike Kloeppel, resident at 127 Calle Don Francisco stated a request for a variance for the front 415 
setback of his yard so that they may construct a portal in the front of his house. Mr. Kloeppel 416 
stated that his property is uniquely shaped in comparison to the other properties on the block. Mr. 417 
Kloeppel also stated that the road curves in front of his house, which has created a non-compliant 418 
setback. Mr. Kloeppel stated that by building a portal in front of his house, this will also help 419 
direct the water away from the house, because currently when it rains, the rain falls right next to 420 
the house from the roof. Mr. Kloeppel also stated that the runoff from the rain is deteriorating the 421 
stucco and adobe structure. Mr. Kloeppel stated that the house was built in the early 1930’s and 422 
the roadway has always been curved, creating an oddly shaped lot size. Mr. Kloeppel also stated 423 
that he hopes if the variance is granted and he is able to build his portal, that this will help stop 424 
the house from continuing to get deteriorated. 425 
 426 
Commissioner Moreno asked Mr. Kloeppel what kind of materials he planned on using to 427 
construct his portal, and if there is going to be any indicator for the motorists passing by, such as 428 
reflectors since the posts will be so close to the road. 429 
 430 
Mr. Kloeppel stated that the materials he will be using will be rough-cut lumber posts and vigas, 431 
also the northeast corner is the piece that will be closest to the road, so that post will have 432 
reflectors on both sides for the passing motorists to see. Mr. Kloeppel also stated that if is it 433 
constructed, he will be constructing it 6 feet from his house which will leave about 9 feet of 434 
distance from the roadway.  435 
 436 
Commissioner Quintana made a motion for approval of VAR 20-008 a request by Mike Kloeppel 437 
for a 20’ variance at the NE portion of the property at 127 Calle Don Francisco, legally described 438 
as MRGCD MAP 11, Tracts 18B1 and 38C1, located in Township 12 North, Range 4 East, 439 
Section 5, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New Mexico, 440 
zoned R-1A and containing approximately 0.100 acres (according to Sandoval County Assessor 441 
records), under the following conditions:  442 
 443 
Conditions: 444 

1.) The applicant shall obtain the required building permits for construction of the 445 
structure. 446 

2.) Stormwater runoff shall not be permitted to drain onto the adjacent property or the 447 
public right-of-way. 448 

3.) The applicant shall place reflectors on the Northeast corner of the structure to 449 
promote safety for the passing motorists.  450 

 451 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lepore, and it carried unanimously. 452 
 453 
Roll Call Vote:  454 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 455 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 456 
Commissioner Moreno – yes  457 
Commissioner Eichwald – yes 458 
 459 
Motion Carried – Item Approved.  460 
 461 
 PUBLIC HEARING: Item 6g) VAR 20-005 VARIANCE: Tommy Lucero (property 462 
owner, requests approval of a 19’ Variance to the required 20’ front setback at 1201 Gutierrez 463 
Road, legally described as MRGCD MAP 11, Tract 222D2, located in Township 12 North, 464 
Range 4 East, Section 5, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, 465 
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New Mexico, zoned R-1A and containing approximately 0.186 acres (according to Sandoval 466 
County Assessor records). 467 
 468 
Record shows the applicant was not in attendance of this meeting, so the commission requested 469 
deferral of this item to a later date.  470 
 471 
Commissioner Moreno made a motion for deferral to the October 2020 meeting.  472 
 473 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lepore, and it carried unanimously. 474 
 475 
Roll Call Vote:  476 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 477 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 478 
Commissioner Moreno – yes  479 
Commissioner Eichwald – yes 480 
 481 
Motion Carried - Item Deferred to Next Meeting. 482 
 PUBLIC HEARING: Item 6h) VAR 20-006 VARIANCE: Martinez Design Group 483 
(Agent - Lisa Martinez), on behalf of Abrazos Family Support Services (property owner), 484 
requests approval of a variance of 8 parking spaces to the 45 spaces required at 412 Camino Don 485 
Tomas, legally described as Tract A-38 Land of the La Salle Corporation, located in Township 486 
13 North, Range 4 East, Section 31, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, 487 
Sandoval County, New Mexico, zoned R-R and containing approximately 1.234 acres (according 488 
to Sandoval County Assessor records). 489 
           490 
Lisa Martinez (Agent), resident at 3618 Rodeo Lane in Santa Fe, NM 87507 of Martinez Design 491 
Group presented the Commission with some background information about the property. Ms. 492 
Martinez stated that the existing property currently contains two existing office buildings, and a 493 
third office building being proposed on the space. Ms. Martinez also stated that they are 494 
requesting a parking variance due to the actual usage of the property. Ms. Martinez stated that in 495 
terms of the existing buildings on site, there are two office buildings, one of which is 2200 496 
square feet, and the other is 2895 square feet, and the third proposed building will be a two-story 497 
office building at 5850 square feet. Ms. Martinez also stated that this building will include 498 
offices, support spaces, a conference room, and a therapy room, although the second floor will 499 
not be occupied until there is further growth and there is a necessity for the use of the space. The 500 
site will include additional parking spaces which are proposed, along with modified drainage 501 
ponding. The parking requirements are being considered by the total number of parking spaces 502 
needed which is 45 total spaces. The number of spaces being provided by Abrazos is 37 total 503 
spots, 33 of these spots are standard, 4 of these spots are handicapped accessible, 1 that is 504 
specifically van accessible, while the other 3 spots are general handicapped accessible. Ms. 505 
Martinez stated that the reason for the variance request from the 45 required spots, to 37 spots is 506 
based on the limited number of employees that are on site each day. Ms. Martinez provided the 507 
Commission with additional information of the services that are provided by Abrazos Family 508 
Support Services, and asked the commission to take the phasing of the project into consideration 509 
as to the reduced number of spaces currently needed. Ms. Martinez stated to the commission that 510 
additional staff may be added in the future, but since the primary staff work will happen in the 511 
field and not in the facility, the standard 45 spaces are not critical. Ms. Martinez stated that this 512 
proposed project is in accordance with the intents of the 6 criteria specified in the Town of 513 
Bernalillo Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance.  514 
 515 
Commissioner Moreno asked staff if the 4 ADA Compliant spaces were enough with the size of 516 
the two-existing buildings, and the proposed third building. 517 
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 518 
Ms. Shumsky stated that the applicants do have the required amount of handicapped accessible 519 
spaces provided for the new building, and they also exceed the required number of handicapped 520 
accessible parking spaces over all for the site.  521 
 522 
Commissioner Moreno asked Ms. Martinez what a typical day like in terms of traffic flow 523 
through the property and how it may increase by adding a third building.  524 
 525 
Ms. Martinez stated that she has spent a considerable amount of time at the facility. Most of the 526 
individuals that work at Abrazos go directly from their residences to the residences of the clients. 527 
Ms. Martinez also stated that on occasion these individuals will drop by the office to drop off 528 
paperwork, or for a meeting, but on most occasions that she has been in the building the parking 529 
lot remains mostly empty, with about 5 or 6 cars in the parking lot total. Ms. Martinez stated that 530 
on days that a board meeting may occur this would bring in more staff to the parking lot, but 531 
with this in consideration they believe the need of spaces they have now, in addition with spaces 532 
needed in the future is sufficient with 37 spaces. 533 
 534 
Angela Aragon, resident at 418 Camino Don Tomas asked Ms. Martinez where the parking will 535 
extend to, and where the placement of the new building will be.  536 
Ms. Martinez stated that when you drive into the property you drive in through the parking lot, 537 
straight in front of you, the main entrance building is on the east end of the property. There is 538 
another building that is to the right. The proposed new building will be on the left, pushed to the 539 
back to the east side, adjacent to the main building on the east end of the property. There will be 540 
additional parking in front of that proposed building and the ponding and drainage will be in 541 
front of the parking lot. They will be expanding it, to accommodate the new storm water runoff 542 
for the proposed building.  543 
 544 
Ms. Aragon asked Ms. Martinez if the new building be located on the Northeast portion of the 545 
property. 546 
 547 
Ms. Martinez stated that was correct.  548 
 549 
Ms. Aragon asked Ms. Martinez what she meant in regards to modified drainage, since there is 550 
currently a drainage system on the property. Ms. Aragon also stated that the current drainage 551 
system is filled with weeds and debris, that really impede the drainage.  552 
 553 
Ms. Martinez stated that the plan is to clean that drainage system out, and turn it into a proper 554 
ponding area that will collect the storm water from the site, along with adding some sand and 555 
rock to make sure it collects drainage appropriately so that it doesn’t expand to other properties.  556 
 557 
Commissioner Moreno made a motion for approval on VAR 20-006 a request by Martinez 558 
Design Group (Agent - Lisa Martinez), on behalf of Abrazos Family Support Services (property 559 
owner), of a variance of 8 parking spaces to the 45 spaces required at 412 Camino Don Tomas, 560 
legally described as Tract A-38 Land of the La Salle Corporation, located in Township 13 North, 561 
Range 4 East, Section 31, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval 562 
County, New Mexico, zoned R-R and containing approximately 1.234 acres (according to 563 
Sandoval County Assessor records), under the following condition: 564 
 565 
Condition:  566 

1.) The applicant must submit a Grading and Drainage plan for future development on the 567 
site, this plan shall not impede upon the abutting neighbors.  568 

 569 
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Commissioner Lepore seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  570 
 571 
Roll Call Vote:  572 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 573 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 574 
Commissioner Moreno – yes  575 
Commissioner Eichwald – yes 576 
 577 
Motion Carried - Item Approved 578 
 PUBLIC HEARING: Item 6i) ZMA 20-005 Zone Map Amendment: Zach Snyder 579 
(Agent) on behalf of RUSSCO Properties LLC / Zachary Snyder, Phillip Lindborg and 580 
Southern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority (SSCAFCA) (property 581 
owners), requests approval of a Zone Map Amendment from R-R (Rural Residential) to R-2 582 
(Multiple Family Residential) Zoning for property located near the southeast corner of Sheriff’s 583 
Posse Road and Sandoval Lane, legally described as Nazcon Subdivision - Phase 2, Tract A, 584 
Tract B, Parcel B, Lot 9A, Lot 8A and 50' Private Road, Located In Township 13 North, Range 4 585 
East, Sections 30 And 31, New Mexico Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval 586 
County, New Mexico and containing approximately 19 acres (according to Sandoval County 587 
Assessor records). 588 
           589 
Zach Snyder, resident at 5800 San Francisco Road NE, in Albuquerque, NM 87109, stated that 590 
he is presenting the previous application that was approved in February 2019, for the Zone Map 591 
Amendment of the current property of RR to R-2. Mr. Snyder stated to the Commission that the 592 
item was deferred at the last meeting due to some of the notices that needed to go out. Mr. 593 
Snyder also stated that they feel as though the application meets the intention of the Town of 594 
Bernalillo’s Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance. Mr. Snyder stated that they are requesting the 595 
zoning that was approved last year, be re-approved with the same conditions that were listed in 596 
the previous approval, which are as follows: that all of the houses that will be created on the 597 
South side of their parcel that are on the North side of the Bosque Encantada will be limited to 598 
single-story, the wall between the two developments will be raised to courses, as well as all of 599 
the R-2 townhome pad sites will be located on the North side. Mr. Snyder also stated that if the 600 
zoning is approved, this will allow for Preliminary plat and complete their grading and drainage, 601 
and their work with SSCAFCA. Mr. Snyder stated that once again they are requesting that the 602 
Zone Map Amendment be approved, so that they may move forward and continue with their 603 
development that was started over 2 years ago. 604 
 605 
Commissioner Lepore asked Mr. Snyder if he could provide the Commission with a 606 
topographical map on this application.  607 
 608 
Mr. Snyder stated that they do have a topographical map, but that activity hasn’t been completed 609 
yet since they are still working with SSCAFCA on the drainage, and that topo has not been 610 
defined yet, and in the event, that they are approved for the Zone Map Amendment, that will be 611 
one of the next steps that is completed through the preliminary plat activity.  612 
 613 
Commissioner Moreno asked Ms. Shumsky if those were the conditions that were listed in Mr. 614 
Snyder’s prior approval. 615 
 616 
Ms. Shumsky stated that with the last submittal, Mr. Snyder submitted that under the previous 617 
zoning ordinance, which allowed for the reversion and these conditions were put on it. Ms. 618 
Shumsky stated that she has since conferred with the Town Attorney, since she was under the 619 
impression that conditions could not be put on a zoning ordinance, to which the attorney agreed.  620 
 621 
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Ms. Shumsky also stated that provision is not in the new zoning ordinance, but these are the 622 
conditions that Mr. Snyder did agree to prior, based on his discussions with the Bosque 623 
Encantada neighborhood, but since he is on record agreeing to these conditions it is on him to 624 
hold them up to which Ms. Shumsky thinks Mr. Snyder will. 625 
Alyssa Janney, resident at 300 Plaza Mucho Mas stated that the information that she received 626 
didn’t specify multi-family residential, so she was curious as to whether they were referring to 627 
apartment buildings or something else. 628 
 629 
Chairperson Duran stated that Mr. Snyder was referring to single-story and townhouses. 630 
 631 
Ms. Janney asked if the homes that are located on the North side over by US 550 are single story 632 
also. 633 
 634 
Chairperson Duran stated that they were not.  635 
 636 
Mr. Snyder stated that there wouldn’t be any residential townhome units south of US 550. The 637 
townhomes will be located just South of the AMAFCA Drainage Channel that runs on the North 638 
side of this parcel. The houses on the South side will be single family dwellings, that will be 639 
single story. Mr. Snyder also stated that all the houses within the development will be single 640 
family, there will not be any multifamily within this development.  641 
 642 
Ms. Janney asked Mr. Snyder if the housing is going to go on the Bosque Encantada side of the 643 
drainage. 644 
 645 
Mr. Snyder stated that was correct, that the development was located between Bosque Encantada 646 
and the AMAFCA channel just to the North.  647 
 648 
Commissioner Lepore made a recommendation that ZMA 20-005 a request by Zach Snyder 649 
(Agent) on behalf of RUSSCO Properties LLC / Zachary Snyder, Phillip Lindborg and Southern 650 
Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority (SSCAFCA) (property owners),  of a Zone 651 
Map Amendment from R-R (Rural Residential) to R-2 (Multiple Family Residential) Zoning for 652 
property located near the southeast corner of Sheriff’s Posse Road and Sandoval Lane, legally 653 
described as Nazcon Subdivision - Phase 2, Tract A, Tract B, Parcel B, Lot 9A, Lot 8A and 50' 654 
Private Road, Located In Township 13 North, Range 4 East, Sections 30 And 31, New Mexico 655 
Principal Meridian, Town of Bernalillo, Sandoval County, New Mexico and containing 656 
approximately 19 acres (according to Sandoval County Assessor records), be sent to Town 657 
Council. 658 
 659 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Moreno, and it carried unanimously. 660 
 661 
Roll Call Vote:  662 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 663 
Commissioner Lepore - yes 664 
Commissioner Moreno – yes  665 
Commissioner Eichwald – yes 666 
 667 
Motion Carried – Item recommended to Town Council. 668 
 669 
Chairperson Duran advised Mr. Snyder to continue working with the neighbor’s in that area and 670 
that he definitely keep the Commission apprised of any kind of traffic patterns or issue that come 671 
up, also to please keep in contact with the Planning & Zoning Department.  672 
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Mr. Snyder made a statement of gratitude to the Commission for their approval and to the 673 
Planning & Zoning Department staff for being an integral part of making sure they are working 674 
with them and with SSCAFCA. 675 
 676 

COMMISSION BUSINESS: Item 7) Department Updates: 677 
a.  Department & Projects Updates: 678 
• Town Hall open to public by appointment only until further notice. 679 
• Face coverings and social distancing in place at Town buildings and facilities until further 680 

notice. 681 
• All Planning and Zoning Department applications, forms and publications are available on 682 

the website at: https://www.townofbernalillo.org/departments/planning_zoning/index.php  683 
• All applications are electronically fillable and submit-able. 684 
• Building Permit Activity: August 2020 -The Certified Building Official issued the following 685 

 permits: 0 demolition, 0 manufactured homes, 0 new commercial, 0 commercial remodel, 686 
3 re- roofs, 0 garage, 1 solar arrays, 2 new residential, 0 residential remodel, 0 pool, 0 687 
carports and 1  misc. work. The total fees were $5,259.00  688 

• Code Compliance: August 2020 (June 22 – July 28) -  The Code Compliance Officer 689 
conducted  173 property inspections, sent 70 Notices of Violation, opened 35 New Cases, re-690 
opened 12  Cases, closed 35 Cases and had 15 Court cases. 691 

b. New Home-Based Businesses - None 692 
c. Appeals – None 693 
d. Next Meeting – October 6, 2020 @ 6:30pm via WEB EX. 694 

           695 
c.    Next Meeting/s: Regular Meeting – October 6, 2020 696 
 697 
 ADJOURNMENT: Item 8) 698 
There being no further business, Commissioner Lepore made the motion to adjourn the meeting 699 
at 7:58 P.M. The motion was seconded Commissioner Eichwald and it carried unanimously. 700 

https://www.townofbernalillo.org/departments/planning_zoning/index.php

